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Brooklyn would get its first Asian-majority legislative district under the state Legislature’s redistricting plan.

Our Erin Durkin reports:

The newly rawn maps create a state Assembly district that is 51% Asian in Sunset Park, Dyker Heights, and Bensonhurst.

Asian-American groups had been pushing for a district to match their surging population in the borough.

The Asian voting age population has jumped 46% in the last decade - but heavily Asian neighborhoods are currently divided up into four different state Assembly districts, effectively blocking the community from gaining political clout.

“We love it,” said Steve Chung, head of the United Chinese Association of Brooklyn. “We would like to elect someone who can represent us, support us, and know our interests and our needs.

“It can really motivate a lot of Asian people. Before they might feel reluctant [to participate in politics] and I don’t blame them,” he said. “They have a better chance to win now.”

The plan also dramatically redraws Brooklyn state Senate districts. The Senate maps were drawn up by the Senate GOP majority, rankling many borough Democrats whose districts were sliced and diced.

The plan creates a “super Jewish” Senate district in Borough Park, Midwood, and Flatbush, closely mirroring the district that will be represented in the Assembly by Dov Hikind.

Influential Orthodox Jewish groups had been pushing for more concentrated representation, and the heavily Orthodox district could be a boon for Republicans.

The politically charged process resulted in some outlandishly shaped districts. The Canarsie and East New York district represented by Sen. John Sampson is extended via a tiny strip of land to grab a couple of blocks around the Sheepshead Bay home of Councilman Lew Fidler. That will put Fidler in a tight reelection spot if he wins a special election to replace disgraced ex-Sen. Carl Kruger.

The Crown Heights district represented by Sen. Eric Adams was redrawn to snake down to Sunset Park. The proposed map puts Adams’ home in a neighboring district, but he could keep his seat by moving one block.

The proposed changes to borough’s political landscape could shift yet again, since Gov. Cuomo has vowed to veto the lines in their current form.

“The poisonous use of the gerrymander by the Senate majority undermines the integrity of our democracy,” said Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries (D-Prospect Heights), who sponsored an independent redistricting bill. “These proposed lines demonstrate why an independent redistricting commission is critical, given the inability of some in the Legislature to conduct themselves with a modicum of responsibility."

Update: State Sen. Dan Squadron notes that there are several hearings coming up on redistricting:

Wednesday, February 1st

10:30AM

St. Francis College - Founders Hall Auditorium

180 Remsen Street

Brooklyn Heights, NY 11201

Thursday, February 2nd

10:30AM

NY State Assembly Hearing Room

250 Broadway, 19th Floor

New York, NY 10007
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